New Inventions: As a result of the Scientific Revolution in the 16th-18th centuries, many new inventions and discoveries were made. By far the most important invention was the creation of the steam engine in the 18th century in England. The steam engine allowed the spread of railroads (see “Geographic Modifications”) and the creation of machines in factories. Machines that ran on steam power could produce goods much faster and cheaper than humans.

Natural Resources: England was lucky because it had many important natural resources (such as: coal, iron, and copper), which were all greatly used in factories during the Industrial Revolution. Even luckier, many of these natural resources were very close to larger cities, which meant it was easy and cheap to transport them to factories.

Geographic Modifications: England (and other countries in Europe) greatly modified (changed) their geography to help the Industrial Revolution. For example, England built a huge amount of railroads across its land. These new railroads changed the environment (and polluted it). However, they were incredibly important to the Industrial Revolution because they allowed natural resources and goods to be transported easily, quickly, and cheaply. In addition, England built a lot of canals (manmade water channels), which allowed ships to transport natural resources and goods easily, quickly, and cheaply – just like railroads.

Lots of Wealth: As you learned last week, the Columbian Exchange during the time of exploration caused European countries to grow very rich. As they sold goods in the Americas, Africa, and Asia and created colonies (territories they ruled on those other continents) where they took natural resources, European countries (and individual people) became very wealthy. Thus, there were many people who were wealthy enough to build factories and take advantage of new inventions when the Industrial Revolution began.

Constitutional Monarchy: England’s system of government also helped it during the Industrial Revolution. As it was a constitutional monarchy (a monarchy in which the monarch’s power was limited), people felt more secure about working and investing money in England. People much preferred a limited government where they knew the monarch could not simply take their property (or money) to absolute monarchies in other European countries.

Market Economy: England’s form of market economy was naturally favorable for the Industrial Revolution. People much preferred to be in charge of their own money and their own economic decisions (with little interference from the government) in England, in comparison to other European countries where governments made decisions and people could not control their money or choices.
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